Research: An Essential M‘inisify Tool

How do you understand research im
Ministry?

The term research creates different
thoughts and expectations for differ-
ent people. Very often people think it
15 mere statistics. Others histen better
because they expect some quality -
formation that can be trusted. Gener-
ally people think that research is only
the domamn of the leamed and special-
15tz and 1s not for the crdinary man on
the street.

Wea at INSEEV beheve that 15 not
true. Termunology sometimes brings
a bamer and causes misunderstand-
mgs fo concepts that are actually es-
sental for owr sunival and existence.
We all use information and basie re-
search prmciples every day to Live
hfe. The better information we have,
the better decisions we can make and
the more successful we are 1n what we
want to do. We believe this is also

true for church, missions, mmistry and
just being a Chrishan that wants to
make a difference in the world
Eesearch iz a Process

Research 15 always part of a proc-
ess that acknowledges the history, the
current situztion and contfext, and the
future intention (God has. Eessarch
mumstry looses vahue if approached as
a mere event. We will explam this us-
ing three mportant aspects we beheve
forms a entical part of this process:

# The relationship with and inferacthion
with God as part of the process
(Spirtfual)

* The gathenng and interpretation of
data. {Data)

= Application of data to develop a
shmgjrmaplan_{ﬂmgsmg:]

The close relafionship between
these aspects 15 very mmportant. A
schematic view of the relafionships
will look like this;

Circle 1: Spiritual (Praying and dis-
cerning) A research process In minis-
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try and mission must be done from a
relationship with God God will lead
vou in the process and pmde vou to get
the informaton vou need. You need to
make sure vou are connected to God

Him
Circle I:
Sorting)

All possible means and mportant
sources meeded to gather data, sort
it, inferpret and document 1f. Dealing
with data 15 to get the best results.
If the data is not dealt with properly,
the conclusions will not be reliable
and trustworthy and will lead to
wrong inferpretations and conclu-
s10ms
Circle 3: Strategizing (Evaluating
and Strategizing)

There mmst be a purpese to do
research To work out a strategy,
plan better or be more effective m
mimstry. We do not want fo gather
information merely for the sake of
having information Information
gathered within a clear goal and fo-
cus will lead to a better understand-
ing and mterpretation of the where
the ministry 15 with regards to God's
plan

the amrows Arrows: God knows the
best strategy. (Straight Amow from
Spmtual to Strategy). He can grve it
to us mn any way He chooses. He
more often chooses to let us go
Hrmghamss{ﬂm:lﬂuuwﬁcm
Spritual wia Data to Strategy), m

order to discover the information
ourselves. Inm that way He prepares
us for the task abead of ws. Vary of-
ten, He gives us a strategy to follow
data gathered but then we are pre-
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Inserv can help with:

® Commissioned mission research projects

® Afission research training

¥ Mapping — creating a map for you.

® Mapping training

#® Afission consultation and strategisation
® Existing resources and Information on people groups in

Southern Africa.

Tel: +27-12-323-0915
Fax:
E-mail: manager@inserv.org.za
MWeb: http://www.inserv.org.za
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prepared to follow Him It is an im-
portant part of the process to get pre-
pared for a tazk ahead of us. We are
prepared for doing His work and min-
istry by the process of gathenng data
or domg research Thus, it 1s Impor-
tamt to view a research project as a
preparation process for the work that
God wants vou, the monistry, omssion
or Church to do.

To summanse this part, we are
only discovenng what God is busy
doing (Mizzsio Dei) so that we can
take His hand and be part of His plan
and not follow ouwr own plan.
Important steps and Elements in a
Research Process

The followmg 1= just a few aspects
and elements that could form part of 2
rezearch project Some of these wall
always be part of amy project, other
aspects will depend on a project, goal

Iz Research Biblical?

search pnneiples through all of senp-
ture to reveal Himself and His plan.
One example of a specific research
project and its results are m Numbers
13 and 14 when the 12 spies were
send out by Moses Luke 1:1-4 de-

There is no strategy recorded in = wants us to use for reaching the un-

serphure that was apphed twice by reached.
Izrael mn taking the Promised Land. Willie Botha
Every rescarch project, every out- Managing Direcior of INSERF

reach strategy requires fresh march-
mg orders from Commander, i
allspes e Place Your Ad
promised in Matt 28:18-20. Here !

Lat uz be ready to grow mn our
relationship with God, gather the Contact +27 12 321 9964
Father to prepare us for the tasks He magazine@mfestpretonia.org
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l. TrRAINING

Training African Church Leaders
Since 1995

OUR VISION

b To ses local churches
involved in global missions
by strategically living out

God’s missional purpose.

OUR MISSON

+ Short Term Residential Training To empower the

scibes the research methodology » Qualified Missions Pracitionars loeal church as a
Luke used to wrte his research report. + Cross Cultural Exposuars dynamic missiona

A mumber of census operstons are » Fiald Tripa congragation by
recorded m the Old and New Testa- expoaing & training
ment. The history of what happened IT123210904 its leaders & missionary
in Ai (Joshua 7 and 8) shows that the 12 Margarata St Pretoria candidatea in

facts are not as mmportant as obedi- info@metmiasiona.ong za multi-cultural and global
ence to God. www.metmissions.org.za T
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